




















Conclusion

The rule of law in Venezuela is in a state of decay, as Chavez continues to value power and
influence over human rights. He has subverted the institutions of government, including the
criminal justice system, which he uses as a personal weapon against his political opponents.
Patterns of judicial attack include: (1) official condemnation in the media; (2) false criminal
charges; (3) controlled assighment of sensitive cases to pliable judges; (4) persistent and
flagrant due process violations; (5) prosecutorial misconduct; (6) manifestly erroneous court
rulings; and (7) executive interference with undesirable decisions by the judiciary.

Given these practices, decisions of the Venezuela’s judiciary should be viewed with great
skepticism where political currency is implicated. The first step toward remedying these
conditions necessarily involves the immediate release of all individuals who are incarcerated
in Venezuela in violation of local and international law, including Eligio Cedefo.

In the past, diplomatic pressure on the Chavez regime has been relatively light, owing in part
to misunderstandings about the legitimacy of the government and its methods. The truth
about conditions in Venezuela, however, is emerging, and outside observers can no longer
simply point to the elections process in Venezuela as an indicator that intervention is not
required or appropriate. The international community should apply political pressure, for the
sake of human rights and the people of Venezuela.

56

Bolivarian Rule of Lawlessness
The Eligio Cedefio Case: The Erosion of Judicial Autonomy Under Hugo Chdvez






For more information on the this case and human rights in Venezuela,
please visit www.eligiocedeno.com and www.robertamsterdam.com.
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