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EMMANUEL CUGNY
Jacques Chirac’s trip to China and the imprisonment of Mikhaïl KHODORKOVSKI in Russia are both covered in the programme of international News presented by Marc TEDE .

MARC TEDE
Mikhaïl KHODORKOVSKI , the former CEO of the Russian’s gas group Loukos , has been in prison in Siberia for three years now . On the occasion of this anniversary, one of his lawyers was in Paris yesterday. The former Russian tycoon was sentenced to 8 years of prison for theft and tax fraud following the a vast legal campaign against him, which many believe was orchestrated by the Kremlin. Since then, the group was declared bankrupt by a court decision on August 1st this year. Yesterday, during during a meeting with journalists, Robert AMESTERDAM, KHODORKOVSKI ‘s lawyer, took the opportunity to remind people of the difficult conditions his client experiencing in prison. For the moment, he is in Krasnokamens (Siberia), in a prison camp that his lawyer compares to a Gulag. But yesterday, Mikhaïl KHODORKOVSKI ‘s lawyer also took the initiative to violently attack Jacques CHIIRAC , whom he accused of being complacent to the Russian President , Vladimir PUTIN. Robert AMESTERDAM does not mince his words against the French President. 

Robert AMSTERDAM
Not only I am disappointed by Jacques CHIIRAC’s silence but also by his support to president PUTIN. One can also question the decision of offering Vladimir PUTIN the Legion of Honour. This is exceptional, especially since we are in a period where there are new political prisoners in Russia, but instead we award the president with the Legion of Honour. Once again, Jacques CHIIRAC ignores the aggressions against TOTAL, the breaching of human rights and the murder of Anna POLITKOVKAYA and all of this is rewarded by the legion of honour.This is amazing. I met with a number of French political personalities who appear to be opening their eyes to the reality of what is happening in Russia, to what happened to KHODORKOVSKI and to the Russian approach to energy conventions.

MARC TEDE
That was Robert AMESTERDAM, Mikhaïl KHODORKOVSKI’s lawyer, the former CEO of the Russian’s oil group Loukos, in prison in Siberia for the past three years. END
