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Mikhail Khodorkovsky Punished with Solitary Confinement for Esquire Interview

---
London, October 9, 2008 - In stark contrast to the Russian government's recent declarations of its commitment toward law and justice, lawyers for Mikhail Khodorkovsky report that the country’s most well known political prisoner has been placed in solitary confinement as a result of a candid and courageous interview he granted to the Russian edition of Esquire magazine.

“A country's system of justice is judged by the facts on the ground, not only the stated aspirations of its leadership,” said Robert Amsterdam, Khodorkovsky’s international defense counsel.  “This sorry chapter of Russian history needs to take a different turn, and the era of Russian legal nihilism must be brought to a close.”

Khodorkovsky will be held in solitary confinement in his Siberian detention facility for a period of twelve days from October 8. This period of solitary confinement overlaps with Khodorkovsky's parole appeal scheduled for mid-October.

Esquire conducted its interview with Khodorkovsky in writing, through an extensive exchange of detailed questions and answers between the prisoner and the famous novelist, Boris Akunin.  In conducting the Esquire interview, Khodorkovsky and his lawyers have always complied fully with all rules regarding their communications.


Today a statement was also circulated by Khodorkovsky’s counsel in Russia, asserting that there is no legal basis to justify the prison authorities’ rationale for again placing Khodorkovsky in solitary confinement.  Russian counsel express their hope that this incident will be reviewed by the judicial and administrative authorities and that the ongoing violations of Khodorkovsky’s rights will cease.

The Esquire interview is available translated into English on Robert Amsterdam's blog at www.robertamsterdam.com.  The latest legal developments in the case can be read at www.khodorkovsky.info.
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